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Happy Holidays
May your holidays be filled with peace, joy and relaxation!

Research a Lawyer
Use the free Thomson Legal Record to find attorneys or law firms by name or

particular area of law in your city or state (http://legalrecords.findlaw.com). For a
fee you can view an attorney’s litigation record.

UK Companies—Detailed Financials
JT Research now has access to Hemscott Company Reports, a leading

provider of detailed corporate and financial data for listed UK companies. Reports
can be searched by company name or EPIC Code, five-year trading records,
director data, business overview, broker forecasts, account information and share
price information.

Historical Market Data
We can provide you with current and historical pricing for a variety of

financial instruments including stocks, funds, corporate bonds, market indexes,
betas and currencies.

Google Scholar?
Google Scholar is the search engine to use when you are looking specifically

for scholarly literature, such as peer-reviewed papers, theses, books, preprints,
abstracts and technical reports from all broad areas of research
(http://scholar.google.com).

Google Scholar searches a variety of academic publishers, professional
societies, preprint repositories and universities, as well as scholarly articles
available across the Web.
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New Source of Compensation Data
Integra Information’s Officer Compensation Database provides access to

officer’s compensation for over 900 industries and 13 sales size ranges. For a
sample report, visit http://www.integrainfo.com/officer_comp_report.pdf.

M&A Activity
According to Fact Set Mergerstat (See related article at

http://www.mergerstat.com/new/press/release26.htm), “Dealflow and aggregate
deal value numbers for both the United States and European M&A markets are on
the rise in 2004.” According to the database provider, the top five industries in the
United States in terms of M&A activity this year have been:

• Computer software, supplies & services

• Leisure & entertainment

• Broadcasting

• Communications

• Printing and publishing

The Dependence of Family Businesses on a Single
Decision-Maker

According to a recent survey, “In 75 percent of all family businesses,
respondents believed that the company was either dependent or very dependent
on them. Sixty-five percent of owner-managers responded that they made all the
major decisions in at least three of five functional business areas. Second, these
businesses had few key managers—in 57 percent of all businesses, there were only
two or fewer key managers in addition to the owner. Third, in 62 percent of all
family businesses, neither had a successor been chosen nor had a process been put
in place for choosing a successor. These results strongly suggest that family
businesses are highly dependent on a single individual.” (Feltham, Tammi S., et.
al. “The Dependence of Family Businesses on a Single Decision-Maker.” Journal of
Small Business Management, January 2005).

Thought of the Day
Love wholeheartedly, be surprised, give thanks and praise—Then you will

discover the fullness of your life.

—Brother David Steindl-Rast


